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Dear Jerry, 

This lias been a day of more than the usual number of futilities. It is now after 2 and 
I have just gotten to the mail. I find dit it yout rhoughfful gift of a package of carbon 
paper, or your not too subtle hint. Jo , I will attempt another I hope not permanent futility 
immediately, trying to use this if it is a hint to give you a better understand of me. 

I have so much new carbon paper I gave Pearl a package and would have given her more 
if she would have taken it. It happens to be pale. It is tough, holds' up well, but apparently 
wa a bad batch. J-t is not that I lack carbon paper. ITor is it that, with this package ox 
what I presume is good stuff, when I send you carbons you will get better one. I will try 
and explain why. Perhaps you will try and understand. 

iJ ong ago I learned that tilings do not happen overnight, not good things and not if 
they are assayed by poeple without influence. Although in my younger day I was less patient 
than any of the younger people X know today, I have come to have patience. I do tilings in 
haste because there is so much I am trying to do, not because 1 am impatient. 

I: will use your good carbon paper in; .ediately— ' with the first important letter I write 
and then for my file copies or where it is, in my opinion, important enough for others to 
have permanent file copies. Where I am just informing others, aware as I am of the discomfort 

and disagreeableness of trying to read pale copies, I will not use this good stuff for that. 

The reason is simple: 1 have no way of roplaing that good stuff, and 1 have learned to 
conserve what " L have for its most urgent or irapirtant use. Once it is gone, I will be back 

with paler permanent copies in my own files o Thatois, in my view, the host important place 

for the clearest copies. My judgement may be wrong, but this is my judgement. 

You have not really projected yourself into our position. I think, in fact, that 
especially recently, fthr reasons I do not know, you have done the opposite. Wo are getting 
along in years and have undertaken a ob of the characte • and magnitude few people of means 
would ever consider. Our first consideration, therefore, becomes survival, for without that 
achieving anything becomes impossible. I do not know the actual figures as of thin moment, 
but we are now about 035,000 ±q debt. We have as a regular income what • L *il makes tills time 
of the year. She is exhausting herself, and I hate it! She worked until 10:30 last night, 
and it is aggravating work, and she wanted me to have her on her office at 7 tills a.m. I 
let her sleep a little longer, and she was there at 7:15= What she makes is nmc really 
enough for us to live on if she could go at this pace for the entire year and had the employ- 
ment that long. Not counting property taxes, insurance and things like that, not counting 
what it takes to live and work, let me give you but two examples of our overhead ox which 

I an aware. It takes 32,750 just to service my debt annually (and I am 3800 behind on last 

year's) and about 3650 annually for our medical insurance alone, not counting medicines. ^ 

We do have taxes on two properties, i.i one of which a man with a large family is living fj.ee. 
Where we live the house has needed painting for three years, as you must have noticed. You 

know the rugs are threadbare. My car, which I can't see myself aole to replace, has long 

needed a paint job for its preservation. You must have noticed it. It has almost 100,000 
miles on it. I have in mechanical ways takes excellent care it it, but I have to regard^ 
paint as a luxury. We never go out to eat, unless Lillis so beat when I pick her up that 

she can't think of facing the kitchen. Not knowing when she will be free, and I have waited 

for her as much as an hour and a half this year, I can't have supper waiting for her. In 
extremity, we stop off at McDonald's and get a 200 hamburger for each of us, and if we 
are hungry, a 200 package of flench fries, neither of which are are taste good. I could go 
on and on. But this is the context in which we, not you, must measure everything we do and 
do not do. We are 2 l/2 times your age. u iven this alone, and none of the other and serious 
problems of which you have no real knowledge, how well do you think you would cope with 
our realities? And how calmly would you take such a hint as you have just given me, thax 

you can't read the carbons I send you? You see, I do not always explode, but in the context 

of our lives, in even the simplified version above, I could take deep offense at what you 
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